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It's Monday, May 3, 2021 . In today's issue: How old is Chimney Rock?;
Treating fragile documents; how women's citizenship was treated differently;
Husker volleyball in 1975; icky story of 1952 Huskerville polio outbreak; coming
in Nebraska History Magazine.

How old is Chimney Rock? How long will it last?




To look at Chimney Rock is to look backward into deep time.

This entire valley was once filled with land before the river carved it out.
Chimney Rock and the surrounding buttes are remnants of that ancient land.
Wind and the freezing and thawing of water have further carved Chimney Rock
into its present shaped and continue to wear it away.

How long did it take to build this land from the present valley floor to the top of
the buttes? How long did it take to carve it away?

And how much longer will it last?

The story begins about 38 million years ago and involves Rocky Mountain sand
and silt, unimaginably powerful volcanoes, and the slow-but-awesome power of
water and wind to carve landscapes. Read more.

This is only one of the stories told at the expanded and renovated Chimney
Rock Museum , open daily 9 am to 4 pm. New exhibits also tell the stories of
the Oregon, Mormon, and California trails, Native American peoples, and
others for whom the Rock has long been a landmark.

Treating Certificates at the Gerald Ford Conservation
Center


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/how-long-will-chimney-rock-last?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-

Last month we looked at two certificates from the Nebraska History Museum

that had been previously treated by other conservators. They were the same

age, but were treated differently and aged in different ways. This month we look
at what the staff of History Nebraske
to treat these two fragile documents. Keep reading.

"Because | Was a Woman": Ruth Bryan Owen and
Her US Citizenship


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/treating-certificates-gerald-ford-conservation-center?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-

Il n the early twentieth century,swomsge
status. Many women lost their US citizenship by marrying a foreign man.

So how did Ruth Bryan Owen, daughter of three-time presidential nominee
William Jennings Bryan, reclaim her status as a US citizen? Keep reading.

Fundraisers and hand -me-down uniforms —Husker
women’s voll eyball i n 1975


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/because-i-was-woman-ruth-bryan-owen-and-her-american-citizenship?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-

The Universityof Nebraskaébés first official v
when womenés sports were not yet take
fans in hand-me-down uniforms from the tennis team, the Huskers had to do
fundraisers to support the program. But from the start, they were a winning

team. Keep reading.

What caused the 1952 Huskerville Polio Outbreak?


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/origins-husker-volleyball-team?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-

In 1952 a lot of people developed polio in the neighborhood next to the Lincoln
Air Force Base. Some died, many others were paralyzed. Polio was a
worldwide scourge at the timed and a vaccine was not yet availabled but to
some public health officials it seemed odd to have so many cases in one
neighborhood.

And then they found something that puzzled them even more. People were
getting polio on some blocks and not others. Keep reading.

Uni versity Hall , 18NebraskaCo mi
History Magazine


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/1952-huskerville-polio-outbreak?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-
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https://history.nebraska.gov/membership?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=3f24d022fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_29_07_56&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-3f24d022fe-

Upcoming Events
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Celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage month at our History
Cafe event on May 20. Learn more.
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History NebraskaNewsletter David Bristow, Editor, history.nebraska.gov
Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or
unsubscribe from this list.
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Complete articles:

How long will Chimney Rock last?
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By David L. Bristow, Editor

"Ejée 9jijnneéel jy UVE 1] énd AEELY dY T ijz Y& n
Starr in 1849. Starr was one of hundreds of thousands of emigrants who passed

zeCUOBULSd_ U NEYz TONE Y AdndnNnolt &En jijy LE Une
Chimney Rock than any other landmark along the Oregon, California, and Mormon

trails.

(o]l

ajijne 208Genely ¢dnned 9jijnNnel wBEL "2j6 NDEYZ
YENdeUOT A dijyansdl & zje eccenzOijcizl & za8zl

be around much longer.

Thjayy Toayz NE& ndelijnt z& Olfijny &6nd T | & dE&n,_z
yee ijz~. YUEze nE n aEEdD ijn * >?"|

Chimney Rock was millions of years in the making. About 38 million years ago,
streams and wind started carrying silt and sand from the Roc  ky Mountains to the
Nebraska Panhandle. This material built up into layers of clay that are visible in the
Rock and surrounding buttes. Erosion slowly carved out the North Platte Valley and
sculpted Chimney Rock into its unusual shape.

AE ley” igPpenEwiEthk endl! Ejijy yroalijyed UYUENeé
Crz ijz ijy n&jint CI zA GhdhdEy 8AadEndYjnlezU ij ny U &z? e |
know it, but it is also accurate | and more awe -inspiring , to say that Chimney Rock

is made of bits of the Rocky Mountains, and that it contains a good deal of volcanic

ash besides. Ancient volcanoes in Western Colorado erupted over millions of years,

mixing ash with the clay. Particularly violent eruptions created two lighter - colored

bands of ashthatarevisij Cné ijn zjée UEL_ U CdyYe dnd yaijuve!

About five million years ago, the North Platte Valley started to erode faster than it

yey Crijnz (o' AE YjlI dijdn_z 9jijnneéel wnEL é&UEd
of sandstone protecting the spire. Prominent buttes s  uch as Scotts Bluff are

similarly protected. Even so, wind and water continue to wear the spire away.
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CUGUijEn ijyn_z zje Ennal zjijnt 2zjdz dTTeezy 9j ij
been broken off by lightning strikes. And at least since the 1860s rumors have

circulated that soldiers used to fire cannons at the Rock for target practice _ but

that seems to be just a story.

neynl éehodndéd GijUijzEI_ U cegHmeEyRyckz| ney ékh
National Hi storic Site . Include it in your travel plans when you visit western
Nebraska state parks this summer.
ERO RT OO0FeKe Hhj6FI0OdI"]W injTizW 2iée ®%REN”W ndKel

would it take to carve this using nothing but water and wind? His  tory Nebraska
RG3319PH1-44

Below: Views of a changing Chimney Rock.


https://history.nebraska.gov/rock
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock

Artist William Quesenbury drew Chimney Rock in 1851, looking southwest from near
present-day Highway 92. History Nebraska 8783 -5
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The exact shape of Chimney Rock depends on where you are standing, and shadows
vary with the season and time of day. Still, the spire is definitely more pointed in this
early 1900s view from the east. Oregon Trail pioneer and re -enactor Ezra Meeker
stands in the foreground. History Nebraska RG959 -5-1
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~rglUe” W 8 W) O] n &liwertig tb centiryp&sard Do€s thé point look
shorter to you? History Nebraska RG2273-5-10
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od | eUe” Wapview ftbi We sarme direction, which today is the site of the

Chimney Rock visitor center. How long do you think the Rock will last? Photo by Josh
Lottman, Hist ory Nebraska

Treating Certificates at the Gerald Ford
Conservation Center

Last month we looked at two certificates in the Nebraska History Museum that had
been previously tr eated by other conservators. Despite the fact that the
certificates were the exact same age, they had been treated differently and
therefore had aged in different ways.


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/preserved-restored-or-conserved

Before treatment photos of the two certificates.
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Although they are the same age, both of the certificates were treated in different ways
at different times in the past.

In order to treat these certificates, paper conservator, Hilary LeFevere, and
technicians Vonnda Shaw and Megan Griffiths, reduced any surface soiling on the
front and the back of each certificate.

Upon closer examination, it was found that the certificate on the left was

structurally very stable and well adhered to the heavy -weight lining paper.
Although i t was over - cleaned and bleached at the time, it did not require additional
treatment such as washing, as was initially proposed. For this reason, it was also

decided not to remove the lining.

The certificate in its first water bath.  You can see the water turning yellow as the
acidic byproducts wash out, compared with the clean water on the right.

For the other certificate, the lining was carefully removed and the inks were tested
for solubility. During lining and adhesive removal, the certificate split into sections
along the creases where the certificate had been folded in the past. This was
expected and is common with brittle, previously folded documents. Once it was
determined safe to proceed, the certificate was washed in a ser ies of baths to
reduce the degradation products in the paper.
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The certificate was immediately dried partially on the suction table and spot cleaned
with a brush to further draw out discoloration.

A final rinse in alkaline water, was done to impar t a buffer into the paper to
counteract acids. After washing, the certificate was immediately lined on to
Japanese paper for structural support.  Once dry, paper losses in the margins and
along fold lines in the certificate were repaired using Japanese pap er toned with
fluid acrylic paint.
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A

Each section was carefully lined onto a thin sheet o f Japanese tissue, making sure to
align all the edges.

Both certificates were then housed in clear, Mylar sleeves so they can be safely
viewed and handled and they will be stored in an acid -free, lignin -free folder for
their long -term care. They are both more stable now and with proper storage and

handling will be for many years to come.



A side- by- side comparison of the certificate before (left) and after (right) treatment.
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You can see that the paper is lighter and the losses have been filled.
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A side- by- side comparison of the certificate before (left) and after (right) treatment.
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The surface is cleaners and the hinges on the back have been removed.

Categories:
Gerald Ford Conservation Center

"Because | Was a Woman": Ruth Bryan
Owen and Her American Citizenship

By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant

24


https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/gerald-ford-conservation-center
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Intheearly200é énzfl Ul ~ YEDeéen_ U ¢EijzijNenyjijo deaénded
Many women lost their US citizenship by marrying a foreign man. So how did Ruth

Bryan Owen, daughter of three -time presidential nominee William Jennings Bryan,

reclaim her status as a US citiz en?

sdyY aUE eyYy®EU nijnn Cc' yoUzin ehandijny zje [ne
jn "~8éé¢dlye b a8y & aE®nNsdn., % zj 8UlIdn jYén d
inzeCUBWNS ~] Wz RSpriag 03 issu€@] 66 ” W

FUTH BRYAN OWEN

STe VW

Born in lllinois and raised in Lincoln,
Nebraska, Ruth Bryan Owen lost her citizenship in 1910 upon marrying Reginald
Owen, a Major i n the British Army, and this became an issue years later when she
ran for congress.

bnijzijonnl~ NaOUijéTe dijdn_z o8TTeez 8 YENén_ U &
citizenship to foreign women married to American men. American -born women
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were considered US ci tizens regardless of who they married, but there was no law
explicitly stating this. As concerns of estate taxes and other matters appeared,
eE Uzy yeUen_ z enedl 8CE 2z Yjo6z délTined & YEN

An 1868 law described the terms of expatriation,the Uij7j z 2z @& Uén& néé Ene
citizenship, and different courts shared different perspectives on this. By this time,

American women married to foreigners were considered citizens if they resided in

the US and intended to stay. However, if women moved abroad wit  h no intent to

return, courts were less likely to consider them citizens.

(Ruth Bryan Owen, June 9, 1926 Library of Congress )

In 1907 Congress passed a law declaring that a woman who married a foreigner

automatically renounced her US citizenship and took that of her husband. Bryan

iyen zjry Cece¢one & 8U0ijzijyj yrcreez rndel 8U0jz
granted American wome n citizenship through marriage. As a result, a woman could

find herself legally without a country.

By the time Bryan Owen returned to the United States, the 1 9" Amendment
(adopted 1920) had granted voting rights to US women. But American  -born women
marrie d to aliens were ineligible.

In attempt to grant women independent citizenship, congressional bills had been

introduced in 1910 and every year from 1913 to 1921, but Congress had rejected

zj] éenl bn A" 9EnT UVUeyy adyyed z| éricah ®anénn é ¢z~
would no longer automatically lose their citizenship by marrying a foreigner. The

law also allowed women who previously lost citizenship a chance to regain it.

The new law, however, had a racial component. It excluded women married to

Japanese, Chinese, Korean, or other Asian men, who were ineligible for citizenship;

and foreign women married to American men no longer gained automatic US

citizenship. Two years later, a new immigration law limited the number of

immigrants from various non -European countries. American -born women

attempting to return to the US to naturalize as citizens had to wait their turn based

En zjée ijNNijTUdzIijEy ul &6 TUEND zjeéeiju jrycéend_ Uy
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As the wife of British man, Bryan Owen had an easier time restoring her citizenshi p.

She was naturalized in 1925 and, as a resident of Florida, ran unsuccessfully for

Congress the following year. She ran again in 1928 and won. But her defeated

opponent protested that Bryan Owen was ineligible, citing a provision of the US

Constitutont | 82z & wealeyénzadzijGe nryz Ce ~yYyecen |
Azdgzey!

(o]

(Representative Ruth Bryan Owen on CBS, circa 1929- 1933.Library of Congress )

Bryan Owen argued her case before Congress, explaining that she consulted with

attorneys prior to the election. She was seated in Congress after a majority of the

committee decided that the Constitu  tion did not state that the seven years had to
dijlUeéeznl oUecede zje eneczijEn'! Ejéel Uydijd zj el
YU nEz zjeuve!
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Congress also amended the Cable Act in 1930. The law had previously required US
women who had lost their citizen ship by marriage to follow the same naturalization
process as foreign - born individuals. The new law restored their status as natural -
born citizens. A 1931 amendment further broadened the Cable Act to include

women who married men ineligible for US citizens  hip.

Bryan Owen was re -elected to Congress in 1930 but lost in 1932. President Franklin
Roosevelt appointed her as Ambassador to Denmark in 1933; the first woman to
serve as a US envoy. While in Denmark, she married Captain Borge Rhode. Under
? 8n N3 UL, she becémg a Danish citizen while maintaining her US citizenship.
Until her death in 1954, she resided in both the States and Denmark.

(Ruth Bryan Owen as US Ambassador to Denmark, with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt in 1934. Library of Congress )
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Ruth Bryan Owen lost her citizenship not by choice, but by a system of laws that
zUedzed & YENdn_ U ¢eijzijNenuyjija dijiTeléenznl
changed to become more e qual, she was able to advance her career as a politician

N>
Qx

and diplomat.

The entire article can be found in the Spring 2021 edition of the Nebraska History
Magazine. Members receive four issues per year.

Learn More

The Origins of the Husker Volleyball Team

By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant
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The 1972 federal law known as Title IX required colleges to provide equal opportunities for
Nen_.yY dnd YENen_ U YaEUzy' Ejé UVedlijlenenz zE& jdGe N
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but she saw potential in the newly offici 8 A Y@E®Nén_ Y GEInel Cdonn z2éed6nN z2zE dUSB
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starting in 1967. The team played against other Nebraska colleges and had a new coach every

winter. Since most coaches were graduate students fulfilling teaching credits, the players ran

their own p ractices based on old high school drills. The college provided white uniform tops

and blue polyester shorts | but only to P.E. majors. Other players purchased their own from

sporting goods stores downtown

djén Tzs T @&OUNed ijzy & Tijéijnilars, paESudivan HgcaGadiafiise | CO AR zé d |
coach. She had been coaching swimming and diving at UNL since 1968, and was excited to be a

part of the new team .

("The 1975 Nebraska Volleyball Team was the first team in program history. The Huskers went 34 -8 and advanced to the

AIAW regional finals." Nebraska Media Relations/Journal Star Husker Extra )



Though official, the volleyball team initially did not receive state funding. The team raised their

own funds. When they played in a national tournament, they had to raise money for airplane

tickets. Th e team also received hand - me- down uniforms from the tennis team, but not all of
ziéen Tiz' EE® alrvejoye nEle 1 nijT EUNDY~

insjo zje dol TEIAGEYinT & Ndzéj "

The 197 e haodnyij En aEI
For the volleyball team, this meant playing against higher
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an expectation to be met .
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-level teams. Sullivan felt the stress.
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The 1976 Huskers went 23-0, ending their season by hosting a tournament in which they
delT eozed onn T1i Ge

University, Midland Lutheran College, and Grand View College of lowa

Today, the volleyball program is very different

ET
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still an issue. Despite the challenges, the original Husker volleyball team represents resilience

zjeij0 EGuuEnenzy,
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from what it was in 1975. The team has attracted

and paved way for the success of the current team

Sources:
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7/3/1975 --- Omaha World Herald
9/4/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan

9/19/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan
10/4/1975 --- Daily Nebraskan

9/9/1976 --- Daily Nebraskan
10/18/1976--- Daily Nebraskan
1/25/2012 --- Journal Star Husker Extr a

10/15/2019 --- Omaha World Herald
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Huskers, Volleyball, Title I X

1952 Huskerville Polio OQutbreak

By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant
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facing an epidemic. This was Huskerville during the 195 0s national polio outbreak.

bz Yoy 8 nlyzeUOl &8y z2E& Yjodz ¢edlyed zjée ¢e&E&NNIn
until a study completed four years later revealed a cringe  -worthy discovery.
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Huskerville was a Lincoln neighborhood home to veterans, students andt  heir
families. Since the neighborhood was comprised of rows of closely spaced houses,
it was assumed that the polio disease was spreading solely from person -to-person.

Families were fearful, but they had no other choice than to accept the

circumstances. At the time, the public had relatively low expectations for the

government to intervene in such health matters. A local pediatrician instructed the

¢ ENNINijzl 2zE "“nijGe nE®INdAAI . dnd UyYdid 2jdz o
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Newspapers consistently made updates on local and state -wide polio statistics, and

A yreéeugGiinne aUEGed 6 nolTe e¢EnzUijCrzE& zE sdn
By the end of 1952, two Huskerville children died and 18 residents were paral yzed

after contracting paralytic - polio.

In May of 1954, the University of Nebraska began testing Huskerville polio cases.
They believed the residents were carriers of the disease and that by taking blood
samples, they could better examine the nature of the  disease spread.

That September, a new theory came to light. A mother shared with

the Lincoln Sunday JournalandStar Z ] 6 z U] eé Youyn_z ¢€ &En
0dEhijE ijn ~ryreldcijnne Cecdlye UyYje AijG
This con fused researchers.

o

(@)

néd 0
&n o

o
(o]l

(@)

é
d

(o]l

A new test was then performed using a serum involving polio blood samples and in -
lab cancer cells. If the virus grew on the cancer cells, it indicated that the person
neGcéeuU |jo&d 0a@&iijE&E Crz ijT zje GiUlrdgtedditi dn_z NI Az

After a two year study, a sketch of Huskerville was released representing which
households had diagnosis of polio and which households experienced paralytic -
polio. The diagram had one telling detail though: it also indicated which houses
receive d toilet repairs that year.
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(Lincoln Sunday Journal and Star 3/25/1956 )
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was discovered that in some homes, a particular valve was missing that resulted in

a back- siphonage of toilet bowl water into the water supply. Researchers

concluded that th is was the cause of the polio spread on particular blocks, but not

on others. There were 13 houses missing the valve, 12 of which were on rows where

iijij UVUoezey E oEnijE yele Uee®ided!' bz YyoU o8ny
experience high rates of polio, those residents had polio antibodies.

Following this discovery, the City Water Department regularly checked the

EENNInijzl .y ydzelO yYraaonl!

rfyrelGijinne_ Y o0CIIndzijEy jod Ceen déeenijnint 1
wartime housing was abandon ed. By 1956 the neighborhood went from 3,000

residents to 900, and only 285 of the previous 800 housing units remained.
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(Historical Society Collection: rg2158ph000002000020 )

- Marty Miller contributed research to this article.

Related:

"What happened when a million Nebraskans drank Polio Punch" [Link]
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https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/what-happened-when-million-nebraskans-drank-polio-punch

Sources:

Alliance Times s 7/18/1952

Sunday Journal and Star s 5/02/1954
Sunday Journal and Star s 9/26/1954

The Hastings Daily Tribune s 7/19/1952
The Kearney Daily Hub s 7/19/1952

The Lincoln Journal and Star -- 3/25/1956
The Lincoln Sunday Star -- 3/25/1956
The Omaha World Herald -- 3/25/1956
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